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The City’s proposal is for a cross section with 6.0m traffic carriageway, a 0.5m unsealed shoulders and 0.5m 
unsealed shoulders for a total formation width of 8.0m and no additional allowance for longitudinal 
drainage. In comparison, ‘Austroads Guide to Road Design’ recommends a minimum  7.0m traffic 
carriageway and 2.0m shoulders, of which 1.0m would be a sealed shoulder, for a total formation width of 
11.0m. In addition to the 11.0m clearing, the clear zone recommendations contained with the Table 4.1: 
Clear Zone distances - MRWA , identifies a clear zone of 6.5m at 90km/h on straights, increasing on curves, 
based on a traffic volume between 1501-6000 vehicles per day (VPD). 

“A clear zone is the area adjacent to the traffic lane that should be kept free from features that would be 
potentially hazardous to errant vehicles. The clear zone is a compromise between the recovery area for 
every errant vehicle, the cost of providing that area and the probability of an errant vehicle encountering 
a hazard. The clear zone should be kept free of non-frangible hazards where economically and 
environmentally possible. Alternatively, hazards within the clear zone should be treated to make them safe 
or be shielded by a safety barrier (Austroads 2008a).”  

The traffic volume recorded in September 2022 identified an average traffic volume of 1,981 vehicle per 
day (VPD). Using Austroads Vehicle Classifications the traffic volume is distributed to 1709 passenger 
vehicles, 75 passenger vehicles towing trailers and 197 heavy vehicles, this equates to 2302 Passenger Car 
Equivalents (PCE). 

The City is continuing to refine the road alignment, crossover location and construction techniques in an 
objective to further reduce the number of trees actually cleared as part of the works.  

The City’s approach to delivering a strategic balance between the road geometry, vehicle speeds and only 
clearing the vegetation identified as impacted by the road formation clearly demonstrates the City’s 
commitment to the environment and acceptance of a more holistic approach to the importance of road 
corridors and the function they provide in environmental habitats and linkages. 

Following a detailed assessment of VYSR, the City has managed to reduce the number of trees to be cleared 
to a total of 26. Any further reductions do not comply with Austroads guidelines and is considered likely to 
comprise human safety.  

The City demarcated the 26 trees subject to clearing and an environmental consultant from Accendo 
subsequently undertook a site visit to record the following information: 

• tree species; 
• diameter at breast height (DBH);  
• record any hollows.  

To enable the progression of the project, a clearing permit pursuant to the Environmental Protection Act 
1987 is required. A description and photograph of the trees subject to clearing to enable progression of 
the project is provided below. 
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The applicant has also committed to planting the following tubestock within the adjacent rail reserve 
(Wadandi Track): 

• 21 Corymbia calophylla trees; and 
• Five Agonis flexuosa trees. 

Impact Assessment 

Any clearing of native vegetation requires a permit in accordance with Part V of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986 (EP Ac), except where an exemption applies under Schedule 6 of the Act or is prescribed 
by regulation in the Environmental Protection (Clearing Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004.  

The clearing of native vegetation for the purpose of the road upgrades works is subject to a clearing 
referral. Clearing applications are assessed against the Ten Clearing Principles outlined in Schedule 5 of the 
EP Act. These principles aim to ensure that all potential impacts resulting from the removal of native 
vegetation can be assessed in an integrated manner. 

An examination of the Ten Clearing Principles based upon a site visit and desktop information is provided 
below. 
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Summary 

I trust this information is sufficient for your purposes. Should you have any queries or require further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
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